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I. General Statement:
A, Architectural character: The Riddick house is a fine and rare
surviving example of a Greek Revival townhouse in Virginia,
B. Condition of the fabric: Good.

IZ. Description of the Exterior: :

A. Over-all dimensions: The rectangular two-and-a-half story
house is set on an English basement and is five bays long and four bays deep)

B. Foundations: Brick.

C. Wall construction: Brick five course American bond. is laid
.below the stone water table, and on the sides and rear, The facade is laid
in very regular Flemish bond.

D. ©Porches: A one-story diastyle Doric portico with a triangular
pediment supported by two fluted columns and two plain pilasters gives access
to the street on the west. The porch ceiling features four rectangular panel
A flight of stone steps with a simple irom balustrade and a finely detailed
newel ascends to the portico. A similar balustrade with a series of vertical
curvilinear motifs at the top surrounds the portico floor. A similar portice
on the east has been screened. A one-story tetrastyle portico added across
the south end in 1905 features a triangular pediment fiuted columns, and
plain pilasters,

E. Chimneys: Two interior chimneys at each end are jolned by 2
low, brick parapet. '

F. Openings:

1. Doorways and doors: The west entrance consists of a
narrow rectangular transom, a pair of sidelights with leaded geometric
patterns framed by piers distinguished by panels. A similar pair of piers
frames the doorway. The door features two large rectangular panels. The
south doorway is surrounded by simple trim with a bead and has a large
square transom over the eight panel door. _

2., Windows: The windows on the west facade have simple trim
with a large bead, and stone sills. Above each window 1s a browm sandstone
lintel with molded cornice. The remaining windows above the water table
have more simple stone lintels. Windows below the water table have a finely
detailed flat arch of alternating soldiers and headers. Wooden double-hung
windows have nine-over-nine sash on the first floor, nine-over-six sash on
the second floor, six-over-six sash on the sides of the third floor, and six;
over-three on the rear of the third floor. Eyebrow windows ornament the
deep frieze at the facade entablature.

ITI. Description of the Interior:

A. Floor plan: The basic plan consists of a central hall with
two rooms on each side with a transverse hall to the north both on the first
floor and in the basement. The upper floor plans feature a complete
transverse hall., A two room frame kitchen has been added to the east.

l B. Stairway: A two-run open-string stair with turned balusters
and brackets ascends in the transverse hall.

C. Wall and ceiling finish: Painted plaster.

D. Doorways and doors: On the first floor doorways consist of

symmetrically molded trim with corner blocks ornamented with acanthus leavesr

Each door has eight square panels, and double sliding doors open between the
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double parlors on the south. On the upper floor, the six-panel doors are
surrounded by symmetrically molded trim with large cormer blocks.

E. Trim; Rooms on the first floor have a molded cormice. Except

for the hall, these rooms also have a picture rail featuring anthemions, A

circular plaster medallion on the hall ceiling features a central stylized daisy,

a molded cirele, a circle of anthemions and an encircling cornice.

F. Heating: All the rooms were originally heated by fireplaces,
but central heating is presently used. The first floor has several original
marvelized mantels with wide plain pilasters, friezes, and shelves. The
mantel in the northwest room is a turn-of-the-century replacement with free-
standing fluted columns, plain frieze, and shelf. The upper floor mantels arg

typical of the period with plain pilasters, arched frieze, and shelves supportied

by conscles.
IV: Site: The Riddick House, 510 Main Street, faces west., A large yard

behind the house contains the present parking area, the remains of terraced
gardens, now used as a lawn, and the foundations of a brick ocutbuilding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Riddick house is an outstanding example of Greek Revival townhousg
architecture. Its exterior exhibits well-executed features such as the
handsomely proportioned facade, portico and careful brickwork, and its
interior is distinguished by a wealth of finely detailed trim. Virginia
was once well endowed with numerous architecturally elaborate ante-bellum
townhouses, but war and urban growth has greatly reduced their numbers
making the Riddick House an important survivor.

The house was the home of the Riddick family, promiment citizens of
Suffolk and Nansemond County, until recent years. Mills Riddick began
construction of the present house in 1837 after his former residence was
burned in conflagration which consumed much of the town. Following Mills
Riddick's death in 1844 the house passed to his oldest son, Nathaniel.
During the War Between the States, General Johmn J. Eﬁbk and his staff
maintained Union Army staff headquarters im the house. The Riddicks
resumed occupation after the war. ' '

About 1900 Nathaniel Riddick Withers inherited the house from his
grandfather, Nathaniel Riddick. The Withers heirs sold the property to

county school board.
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Nansemond County in 1967. The building presently houses the offices of the
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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in the National Register and certily that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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National

Name
Junius R, Fishburne, Jr., Director
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commissior

MOV 27 1973
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Metional Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Hiatoric Preaervation
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